20                THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

ers.   I do not know what the condition of the working class in
Assam is.  Tomorrow I shall have a talk with the representatives
of planters.   But I had hoped that before that I should be able to
have a heart-to-heart talk with the workers. The mission on which I
came here has occupied my time so completely that I was not able
to go to the tea gardens and speak to the workers.   I shall ever
regret this. But I am also comforted by the thought that if God
grants me success in the task that I have undertaken it will
not be necessary to go to the workers.   The  sufferings  of the
Indian people have to be mitigated or swarajya will have  no
meaning.   Our swarajya should be such that the humblest man
or maid working in a tea plantation can freely go from Kashmir
to Cape Gomorin without a single ruffian teasing them; otherwise
it would be no swarajya.  The struggle that is going on started
because the British rule has done India no good.   I cannot get en-
tangled any more in petty things.  For a time I had thought that
love would put everything right. But the experience of the Punjab
and the injustice committed against Muslims in the name of justice
have convinced me that in no other regime would such tyranny
be possible.   And since then I have called this a Satanic regime.
If we wish to remove this Satanism, if we wish to mitigate
the suffering of the workers and stop the atrocities inflicted on
women, there is no power that can prevent us.

If we had not lacked faith in God this stark poverty would not
have descended on India.

Our struggle does not spring from enmity. But we cannot
accept anyone's overlordship. We accept no one except Gad as our Lord
md Master. This is the meaning of swarajya. It is heinous to love
a regime where untruth reigns, barbarities are perpetrated, and false
despatches are sent. We therefore seek no justice from its courts
and do not wish to have our children educated in its schools and
colleges. This is called non-co-operation. We do not incite any-
one to rioting. We can achieve swarajya prayerfully and peaceably
and heal the wound of the Muslims.

We must understand thoroughly what self-purification means,
Give up drinking alcohol, smoking ganja and eating opium. Give
up visiting prostitutes. I am well acquainted with the habits of
workers. You cannot live comfortably on your wage of eight or
nine rupees a month. You drink in order to forget your misery.
Bat the simplest remedy for misery is that, while you should put
up with suffering, you should [not] put up with any unjust punish-
meat that a tyrant may iafiict on you. India has not yet under-
stood this principle folly. The day I am persuaded that India